
MLSC 600 Introduction to Graduate Research, Analysis and 

Exposition 
Elective 

Instructor: Deborah Barrett 

Offered: F09, W10, F10, W11, F11, S12, F12 

 

This course is designed to provide students experience with scholarly research, 

analysis, writing and oral expression at the graduate level. Students will learn the 

analytical approaches used in reading, performing research and writing in the 

disciplines represented in the MLS program—the humanities, social sciences and 

sciences. 

 

The objectives of the course are to develop the students’ abilities to do the 

following:  

 Perform library or Internet scholarly research at a graduate level;  

 Conduct graduate-level analysis of representative graduate-level readings 

and topics similar to those they will encounter in their MLS program at Rice;  

 Demonstrate the advanced analytical and critical thinking abilities required 

inside and outside of the graduate classroom;  

 Express the results of scholarly research and analysis and their original ideas 

in the written formats that meet the criteria for graduate-level essays, papers, 

and reports; and  

 Use oral expression, discussion, and presentation techniques at the level 

expected in graduate classrooms.  

 

We will read several representative texts from the three disciplines and discuss 

research and writing conventions across all three, with a focus on the structure of 

argument, the validity testing and use of evidence, the use of effective language, 

tone, and style in traditional academic and contemporary writing, and the 

conventions for managing and documenting source materials found in the library 

and on the Web. We will explore some of the theories, sources, language and the 

qualitative and quantitative research methods scholars use as they conduct original 

and secondary research in their fields.  

 

Classes will consist of some lecture and oral and written practice, but will 

primarily involve interactive discussions based on the readings. Students will write 

short papers and complete a longer original research project (10 to 15 pages).  

 

http://mls.rice.edu/MLS_Faculty.aspx#barrett

