
Session I - Making your GLS Space a Place: Creating Community 
Graduate Liberal Studies offers dynamic, self-motivated students rich opportunities to explore a 
range of interests and find their own path. Many of our programs, however, struggle to ensure 
that students have similarly powerful experiences within a community of like-minded adult 
learners. In this session, we will present and examine strategies different programs and 
institutions deploy to connect students to each other, to faculty, to resources, their program and 
the broad spectrum of the liberal arts. We will also look at ways to underscore the importance of 
the individualized and flexible student-centered education they most want in their GLS program 
even as we find new ways to reinforce the existential foundation of liberal studies in the ever-
changing and challenging realm of American Higher Ed. 
 
Session II - Putting GLS on the Map       
This session will present information on the upcoming Repository Project, whereby member 
programs will be able to submit completed theses, capstone projects, dissertations, etc. for 
online (and possible print) publication. The logistics and benefits of this project will be discussed, 
and valuable input (regarding project needs/scope, academic/publication integrity, institutional 
vs. AGLSP responsibilities, etc.) will be solicited from program directors/representatives. 
 
Session III - Humanities in Action 
Project Humanities brings faculty, students, staff and communities together to explore ideas 
and experiences that define and connect us. Through diverse programs such as performances, 
film and book discussions, lectures, multimedia events, conversations with artists and scholars, 
and demonstrations, the Project looks at humanities research as the very intersection of 
multiple disciplines and as the catalyst for creativity, discovery and innovation.  Humanities 
allow us to realize the power of imagination and possibility.  The who, what, why, when and 
how of our existence is evidence of why and how humanities matter.  They give us definitions, 
perspective, purpose and meaning.  They allow of self-reflection and self-discovery. 
 
Session IV - GLS Without Borders 
How can we expand beyond conventional curricular, programmatic, and institutional 
confines?  Through a mix of case studies and participatory exercises, this session will explore 
various ways of integrating social and natural sciences into GLS classes and capstones; leveraging 
community engagement and alumni involvement; and, reconfiguring capstones to project 
beyond graduation, and beyond the walls of academia. 
 


