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James M. Abernathey, Rice University  
“Children at the Gate: A 2016 Study of Minors Crossing the U.S.- Mexico Border”  
The great number of people entering the United States illegally from Central America 
and Mexico has been a major topic of news reports, public discussion, and political 
rhetoric in contemporary American culture.  Although there has been scattered 
legislative action, major attention has centered largely in popular mass media:  press, 
television, and periodicals.  There is scholarly material on the subject that has yielded 
work on the phenomenon of undocumented families in the United States and the effects 
on children within them.  The matter of unaccompanied children, however – children 
under 18 and some as young as 3 or 4 – remains largely unattended.  The epicenter of 
such illegal migration is the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas, centered at McAllen.  
Field investigations by the author, along with on-site interviews with Border Patrol 
officers, public officials, and private responders, form the basis of the reported data and 
conclusions of this paper. 
 
The author will review what happens when unaccompanied minors enter the United 
States, as well as those who arrive with an adult, nearly always their mother.  The 
present situation in Central America and Mexico is described, since Central American 
conditions are the principal driver of current unlawful immigration.  Historical legacies 
across the region, from the southwestern United States to nearly all of Central America, 
contribute to the difficulties leading to any solution to the problem.  Other complications 
are the world-wide phenomena of globalization, urbanization, and trans-national 
economics, as well as international criminal activity. 
It is a hopeful sign that, amid the heated and contentious rhetoric, local people on the 
Border manage to work out many of the historic business and social ties that have 
connected both sides for generations.  Close neighbors with bonds of kinship usually do.  
The author will offer what he sees to be a path toward a manageable framework in which 
a solution will emerge.  This structure must be international and cooperative, requiring 
political risks on all sides. 
 
Mary Lou Anderson, Reed College  
“Navigating the Digital Divide” 
 
Borders can come in many forms both physical and intellectual. Communications 
enabled by digital technology, specifically the internet, can both erase and create 
borders. Access to this type of communication is limited by physical availability, 
geopolitical constraints and operator proficiency. This disparity between those that have 
access and those that do not has been termed the “Digital Divide”. As the internet 
becomes increasingly important to day to day activities for many communities and 
nations, it also creates a circumstance that can leave others bypassed and excluded if 
they do not have access. Is the internet reinforcing an existing disparity or will the 
globalization of communications eventually reduce and bridge the current gap? To 
investigate the social stratification of internet access, I want to look specifically at a 
national competition held in Ireland in 1997. The competition was the brain child of 
Telecom Eivann, a communications company hoping to advance Ireland’s 
telecommunication network and to enable a marginalized community to breach the  
technical divide. The idea was to select and fund an “Information age town” by providing  
the tools to operate in a network environment. The results of the competition were not 
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fully as expected. The examination of this case study helps to isolate some issues and to 
provide insight as to how the Digital Divide can be better addressed.  
 

Joy H. Austin, University of Memphis  
“Literary Journeys: New Places and New Selves” 
 
After separating from the “home land,” after crossing traditional and symbolic borders, 
the traveler is initiated into new experiences, and the transformation that results is 
sometimes character-building but always life-shaping. This journey motif that weaves 
itself throughout both long and short literary pieces addresses the seemingly inherent 
need for the individual to move from the known to the unknown and investigates the far-
reaching human implications of the journey.  Whether there is a return “home” or 
whether the seeker remains in the new “land,” change, either positive or negative, is 
evident.  This paper focuses, through examples from short fiction, on both human 
dilemmas and the potential for human growth represented through the journey motif. 
 
Natalya Barker, Duke University  
“In Exilium: The Language and Experience of Exile” 
 
An exile stands on the border between the familiar and the unknown, the here and the 
netherland. This sentiment can be interpreted literally in the sense of spatial distance or 
the journey to a new land, but more often represents the psychological distance that 
comes from separation from an overarching culture, social order, or way of life. To speak 
of exile means, by necessity, to speak of this separation: a loss of home, community, 
belonging, even identity.  
 
Rebecca Byrkit, Arizona State University 
"Bisbee '17: Labor, Deportations and the Spectre of Modern Genocide" 
 
In 1917, more than 1300 immigrant copper miners in the border town of Bisbee, Arizona, 
went on strike for livable wages and humane working conditions. At dawn in July, over 
2000 "deputized" and armed company loyalists and neighbors violently rounded up the 
strikers and sympathizers, herded them onto cattle cars, and shipped them into the 
scorching New Mexican desert, left to die. The event is buried from history yet 
remembered by survivors. Troubling echoes of this effort at ethnic cleansing abound on 
the same borders today, directed by the same corporate machinery. This event, and the 
film recently released that dramatizes and documents the Bisbee Deportation, is 
presented by "company family" descendant and memoirist Rebecca Byrkit. 
 
Colin Chapell, The University of Memphis  
“Border of Identity: How a Historical Myth Circumscribes Ideas of Gender”  
 
Applying insights and methodologies from Gender Studies, History, and Religious 
Studies, Colin Chapell’s paper examines how the Lost Cause gave templates for what 
masculinity and femininity should look like.  Arguing that the myth of the Lost Cause 
created a border of identity construction and behavior, Chapell demonstrates how 
Confederate Catechisms, periodicals from memorial associations, and contemporary 
neo-Confederate websites used gendered rhetoric and the supposed traits of 
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Confederate supporters to construct a wall of identity.  This ideological border wall 
constructed specific ideas of gender for adherents while at the same time excluding 
those who would present other views of personal identity or challenge the myth itself. 
 
Jennifer Chutter, Simon Fraser University 
“Deconstructing the White Picket Fence: Single-family Dwellings as Urban Borderlands” 
 
The house in North America became the symbol of colonization. The landscape was 
tamed as fences went up around plots of land to signal ownership as well as the end of 
migratory living. The house on wide open Prairie was a visual display of permanence 
and stability. The fence represented the border between civilization and wilderness. As 
houses clustered together to form villages, towns and cities, they came to represent 
more than permanence and stability, but also ideas of citizenship and family, as well as 
the border between public and private space. Home ownership became promoted as a 
North American dream; one that was attainable for those who worked hard.  
 
As home ownership became attainable for both the middle- and working-classes in 
urban environments, neighbourhoods became increasingly regulated and segregated 
through the use of zoning and land use guidelines to ensure the inhabitants were of a 
similar socioeconomic and racial background. These exclusive and often ghettoized 
neighbourhoods became internally bordered areas within cities across the country which 
often determined future social mobility and access to services. However, with the stock 
market crash in 2008, the myth of home ownership as a national dream is starting to be 
called into question. As urban environments continue to expand and to densify, the 
single-family dwelling surrounded by the fence is no longer a sustainable solution to 
housing a growing urban population. This paper discusses the difficulties in dismantling 
the myth of home ownership of the single-family dwelling because of its legal, 
geographical and cultural importance.  
 
 
Jennifer Coleman, Western New Mexico University 
“Borders and Migration in the Academy: Do Silos Shrink or Strengthen with a Focus on 
Liberal and Interdisciplinary Studies?”  
 
An orientation toward interdisciplinary studies should reduce disciplinary boundaries and 
feelings of “other”. Similarly, decades of diversity training should have served to reduce 
racism in America. However, research shows that diversity training that emphasizes 
categories in an effort to raise awareness can serve to enhance biases around those 
categories.  
The faculty at a small, comprehensive, master’s-granting university has found 
themselves in the throes of border-wars for the past two years. The university set out to 
create a series of courses focused on the liberal arts that would bolster students’ 21st 
Century skills. A committee of faculty from across all disciplines came together to 
“collaborate” on this cross-disciplinary effort. One vision for the series of courses 
included two “liberal arts” designated courses in the first year, one in the second, an 
experiential course in the third year, and then a capstone course. Students would be 
dispersed across sections in a way that created diverse learning communities. The goal 
was to enhance their appreciation of different perspectives as they viewed (and solved) 
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historical events and current issues; the goals were for them to remove blinders, think 
more broadly, and develop into more thoughtful intellectuals.  
The premise was to create this experience because it was in the students’ best interest. 
However, the steering committee struggled to approach the course design with the very 
qualities they aspired to gift to their students. This case study offers an examination of 
the challenges of cross-disciplinary appreciation when faculty have spent decades being 
indoctrinated in their bordered disciplines. Over-identification with our professional 
affiliations and credentials may cause some faculty to struggle to offer broad perspective 
to their students. Reaction formation appears when some faculty want to contribute to 
the interdisciplinary effort because their discipline was the one needed to really benefit 
the students. Implications for this specific course series and for borders and migration in 
the academy at large will be discussed.  

 
Mathieu Debic, Southern Methodist University  

 
“Safe Space, Incubator, DMZ? The Seminar between the Human & the Network” 
The boundary between the human and digital networks seems, today, more porous than 
ever before. We carry around sophisticated pocket computers everywhere with us. We 
are constantly available, constantly connected, in constant communication, even when 
we don’t intend to be. We are promised instant gratification of an increasingly large 
number of needs and desires, some of which we don’t even know we have until we are 
told we do by merchants, networks, and advertising. In this world of greater and greater 
connectivity, the distinction between the human and the robot – or the network – has 
become (even more) blurred. As we become increasingly entangled, utopian new 
possibilities for changing the very basis of human life share space with the possibility for 
dystopian nightmares of digital slavery, ecologic and economic collapse, and the 
undermining of whatever numinous quality might exist that makes human life human. 
I propose to explore the boundary between the human and digital networks in the hopes 
of identifying the possibility of spaces in between that can be used and explored to map 
this borderlands territory of the spirit. Specifically, I propose to examine the seminar as a 
potentially therapeutic enclave that can be productively mobilized not only to identify the 
spaces between the human and the digital, i.e. what distinguishes them, but also to 
navigate and negotiate interactions between the human and the digital that steers the 
relationship away from dystopia and toward greater human autonomy and freedom.  
  
Derek M. Gatlin, North Carolina University 
“On the perforation of borders between sister disciplines of the Philosophy of Science 
and Science, Technology & Society”  
 
Philosophers have historically worked to distinguish philosophy from non-philosophy and 
the Philosophy of Science has particularly focused on the distinction between science 
and pseudo-science or the nonscientific. In recent history, the discipline of Science, 
Technology & Society (STS) has emerged with the distinction that STS emphasizes 
applied, social science, and unique experimental philosophical methods.  
The boundaries between these two disciplines is useful to distinguish them. However, 
the distinction may also dampen cooperation between faculty in these departments. How 
might these disciplines conduct interdisciplinary research? It is critical to address this 
question, because implications may extend far beyond the consideration of these fields, 
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such as, perhaps, even fields themselves. 
By examining the border between Philosophy of Science and STS, I offer a case study 
to illustrate how these two disciplines can complement each other to develop strong 
grant proposals. To distinguish similarities and differences, I will draw upon scholars 
such as Justin Sytsma, Jonathan Livengood, Andrew Higgins, and Alexis Dyschkant. I 
will also compare theorists with potentially conflicting viewpoints, by contrasting the 
views of Robert Merton and Thomas Kuhn in support of interdisciplinarity with the views 
of Carl Hempel and Karl Popper.  
My contribution fits within a broader conversation regarding interdisciplinary research. I 
aim to advance this conversation by illustrating how to achieve grants mutually aligned 
with the interests of disciplines while balancing the need for distinct disciplinary theory 
development. I also intend for scholars from other disciplines to emulate and adapt this 
approach for broader impacts. 
 
 
Cherie Hoepfl, Rice University 
“Undocumented in the United States: Education Possibilities - Kindergarten, College, 
and Beyond”  
 
Freedom is an expected and anticipated right if a person is physically present on USA 
soil.  However, what happens if a person arrived in the United States before the age of 
16 undocumented?  The person did not have a choice to leave the home country. 
Parents or caregivers brought youngsters to America.  Now, the children are stuck, 
legally, but they can get a free education through grade 12 (Pyler vs. Doe, 1982). The 
Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act (DREAMERS) failed in the U.S. 
Congress (Dec 2010), but through Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA, 2012) 
President Obama created an escape valve where persons could apply to be under a 2-
year protection, renewable.  What are the implications for accultured, assimilated, and 
well-educated individuals? President Trump ended, through executive action, DACA 
(Sept, 2017).  There are pending judicial cases.  What can we do to solve this issue?  
Where are the 800,000 to 1 million individuals that live in this flux going to go and do?  
The 800,000-1 million are only those that have applied.  What about those whose 
parents were too afraid to apply for their children or forbad them to apply?  ‘The others’, 
under the age of 18, that wanted to and qualified to apply and their parents were afraid 
because of political uncertainty. How can we accept those that have been raised in the 
United States, are contributing citizens, and wish to seek legal status within the United 
States? 
 
John P. Irish, Southern Methodist University 
  
“The Literary Missing Link: The Dark Gothicism of Fitz-James O’Brien”  
During the nineteenth century, millions of immigrants poured into the United States, 
primarily from Germany and Ireland, in search of new opportunities. In 1852 Fitz-James 
O’Brien arrived in New York harbor, originally from Ireland, with one goal in mind – to 
become the next Edgar Allan Poe. Like Poe, he tried his hand in poetry and experienced 
little success. And like Poe, once he turned his pen to the short story, he began to 
develop a literary reputation, publishing works in some of the most important magazines 
and newspapers in the country. The Gothic tradition had been developed at the 
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beginning of the nineteenth century by the great American triumvirate – Irving, 
Hawthorne, and Poe. This tradition continued at the end of the century with Bierce, 
James, and Wharton. Between these two groups was Fitz-James O’Brien, who has been 
described as the most important writer of weird fiction between Poe and Lovecraft, but 
today O’Brien is virtually unknown, even to historians and literary scholars of the 
Antebellum Period. When the Civil War broke out at the beginning of the 1860s, O’Brien 
enthusiastically signed up with the New York Seventh Regiment, to defend a country 
that he had come to love. In 1862, at the age of thirty-three, he was fatally shot, virtually 
sealing his destiny in history. Join us as we learn about the life and important literary 
contributions of this neglected Irish-American immigrant. 
 
Kristina Kwacz, SUNY Empire State College 
“Terror, Trauma and Totalitarianism: Lifting the Veil of Silence”  
 
When the truth is buried so deeply, how and when does the veil of silence lift? 
Uncertainty decidedly characterized the eastern borderlands of Poland—the Kresy—
during the Second World War. Occupation by an invading force that purported to serve 
as protector; sudden deportation to distant, undisclosed locations; and forced labor in 
Soviet gulags are among the traumas ethnic Poles of this region suffered. 
While the atrocities under Adolf Hitler’s leadership are well-documented and studied, 
much less is known regarding Joseph Stalin’s reign of terror throughout the Kresy and 
Eastern bloc. Several factors contributed to this diminished awareness. The Stalinist 
regime controlled all media, employing propaganda to convey Soviet superiority and 
infallibility—presenting Stalin as a beneficent “Uncle Joe” who helped defeat Hitler and 
Nazism rather than a totalitarian oppressor in his own right. Poles deported to the far 
reaches of the Soviet Union were prohibited from interacting with local populations, who 
were advised to disbelieve anyone describing superior living conditions in Poland. 
Finally, the traumas suffered by those in occupied Poland or deported were so severe 
that for many, to remember was simply too painful. 
In recent years, this veil of silence has begun to lift with the release of various media 
conveying the experiences of survivors of Stalin’s terror—research now in jeopardy as 
the Russian government addresses the alleged destruction of archival records of gulag 
prisoners. In an era of alternate truths, attacks upon independent media, and arrogant 
leadership, looking into the past may yield valuable insight. 
 
Aline Lindemann, Arizona State University  
“Christian Spirituality and Yezidism: Parallel Journeys” 
 
Every major religion is born from a different mystical tradition having arisen out of human 
beings' universal hunger for intimate union with the divine. Each mystic tradition 
predates borders, creeds, denominations and division and is typified by contemplative, 
loving awareness of our oneness with a divine Creator, and intuitive communion with 
natural beings. In the language of the dominant tradition in the West, Christian 
spirituality, this might be called the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, whereas a Yezidi person 
might simply know this as the light of creation residing in each human being. By 
illuminating these two mystical religions side-by-side via literary research and interviews 
with scholars, mystics and Yezidi refugees, this author aims to celebrate each tradition's 
inherent uniqueness and integrity while highlighting the common ground they share. It is 
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this author's hope that commonalities revealed will inspire a greater sense of affection 
and respect for Yezidis, affectionately known also as the "children of the Sun,” a 
persecuted people whose religion is ever closer to extinction. When we recognize that 
we are the same, and when we realize that the most solidly fortified borders are within 
our own minds, we claim the power to cross them, alleviate suffering, and reunite with 
each other. 
 

Wendy McCredie, Mount Saint Mary's University, Los Angeles 
 “Identity, History and Migration: Decentering the Narrative” 
 
Song of Solomon and Jazz, two of Toni Morrison’s best known novels, narrate the great 
migration from the South to the North in reverse.  In Song of Solomon, the protagonist 
physically journeys to the South; in Jazz, the narrative flashbacks accomplish the 
reversal.  In both cases, Morrison subverts any centering narrative and plays with the 
borders we place around community and identity—borders that establish a privileged 
center or origin.  In Song of Solomon, the death of Macon Dead, Sr., and the subsequent 
escape of the Dead children motivates both the children’s journey north and Milkman’s 
journey south. However, the narrative transforms Milkman’s reverse migration in search 
of gold into a search for his family’s past. Once he finds his community of origin, 
however, he abandons it. Song of Solomon suggests that knowing one’s origins may be 
important to establishing identity, and, simultaneously, letting go of those origins may be 
crucial for black identity in the United States.    
Jazz problematizes the notion of a self-identity centered in a traceable past and 
delineates more starkly the effects of slavery and racism on the possibility of black 
identity formation. The novel’s flashbacks destabilize a univocal narrative (history) and 
point to a “lack” at the origin—instantiating Jacques Derrida’s philosophical critique of 
Western thought in novel form.   
This paper examines each novel’s narrative structure and its role in challenging a 
univocal or privileged narrative.  
 
Carla Melo, Arizona State University 
“Beyond the Wall: Performing Re-Imaginings of ‘La Frontera” 
 
U.S.-Mexico border policies have become increasingly contested during the current 
administration. Among the most controversial measures is president Trump’s promise of 
building a 30-foot wall along the 1,954 miles long border that would go from the Pacific 
Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico— a billionaire project that is currently in its prototype 
stages.  
 
Monumental walls such as this, not only constitute towering physical barriers to 
migration that tend to deepen geopolitical asymmetries of power and have immense 
material consequences, they also construct what Henri Lefebvre would have called a 
particular “representation of space.” In this sense, whether Trump’s wall is fully 
actualized or not, it already symbolizes a number of divisions both within the U.S. as well 
as between itself, Mexico and the rest of the Latin America — limits that go way beyond 
the geopolitical dimension.  
 
The (thus far) imagined wall also re-signifies the nearly 700-mile fence that is already in 
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place, along other methods of border “security.” As the wall gathers more attention in the 
media, border artists return their attention to the very marker of the border as a site that: 
a) foregrounds the unnatural character of national borders; b) radicalizes anti-immigrant 
sentiment and; c) serves as a spatial metaphor for other borders.  
 
My presentation will introduce a few contemporary “artivist” interventions that engage 
both imagined and physical border barriers through a variety of means. Some of these 
artists-activists’ tactics include a poetic “erasure” of the current U.S.-Mexico fence, a 
transformation of its materiality and shape into symbols that counter its narrative of 
division, and a creation of images and performances that disturb the border’s dominion 
over the flow of bodies. My goal is to examine the efficacy of these tactics in terms of 
provoking public debate and generating utopian thinking in the midst of a dystopian 
climate. 

 
Citlaly Mora, Duke University 

“The Effects of National Immigration Rhetoric on Local Policy”  
 
As an immigrant advocate, I have seen firsthand the effects of national immigration 
policy on local communities. Local policies, perhaps even more than federal, have 
profound and direct repercussions on the lives of immigrants.  A shift in local 
governments to pursuing harsher anti-immigrant policies follows a trend fueled by the 
national immigration rhetoric happening in federal policy debates. The presentation of 
immigrants as a social threat and economic burden drives anti-immigrant sentiments in 
our immigration debates. Rhetoric that claims immigrants are violent criminals who are 
displacing native workers, draining public services and sneaking over the border to harm 
Americans has been blatantly employed by the Trump administration. Using North 
Carolina as my case study of Southern politics, this presentation would explore the way 
that politics, rhetoric and legislation play out in North Carolina’s immigration policy. 
 In North Carolina’s 2017 legislative session, the General Assembly introduced over 
twelve anti-immigrant proposals, including vehicle seizure, sanctuary crackdown, and 
harsher penalties for undocumented immigrants. Taking into consideration the political 
landscape and the current administration, the increase in these penalties raises the 
question of how national anti-immigrant rhetoric influences local policy making and, more 
precisely, how does the propagation of immigrant criminality and penalization factor into 
the current proposed state legislation. Further, how does national rhetoric and local anti-
immigrant legislation affect the community response of affected populations and 
immigrant advocates? My presentation would focus on these points that delve into closer 
examination of the current national immigration debate and the implications it has on the 
local policies undertaken by the state.  From observing North Carolina’s direction, we 
can predict the local responses and effects of national immigration rhetoric in similar 
political positions in the South and understand the larger effects of anti-immigrant 
rhetoric.  
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Fisayo Ogundoro, East Tennessee State University  
“Civil and Human Rights across U.S.-Mexico Border” 
 
Long before the Trump wall, there has always been a restriction on Mexico and America 
border migration. This migration restriction has led to the abuse of civil and human rights 
of migrants - the right to life, employment, and health are hindered by immigration 
policies. With the initiation of Border Patrol Strategic Plan in 1994, the abuse of civil and 
human rights has been on the high level. According to Alliance for Global Justice, border 
militarization led to forced migration and a lot of death. They cited that, “ on the policy’s 
fifteenth anniversary, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) wrote in its landmark 
Oct. 2009 report, ‘Humanitarian Crisis: Migrant Deaths at the U.S.-Mexico Desert,’ that 
at least 6000 people have died in the desert as a ‘predictable and inhumane’ 
consequence of these so-called ‘deterrence’ strategies, eliciting a continental 
humanitarian crisis” (Alliance for Global Justice). 
In this paper, I would be discussing why people cross-border, how American immigration 
policies are causes of the violation of civil and human rights which include the border 
militarization and its effects, and finally I would be discussing possible policies that can 
be implemented to prevent the abuse of civil and human rights. Also, in discussing this 
project, I will be consulting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights article on 
migration, Amnesty International reports, news articles on border migration from online 
news agencies, like Mercury news, New York Times, US news and other possible online 
news agencies and journals. 
 
Libby O’Neil, Reed College  
 
“Meet Alexa”: Voice-Mediated Consumption and Gendered Artificial Intelligence”  
In the popular imagination, computer technology is a male domain; gender disparities 
within the fields of science and engineering are well-documented. But what about the 
technology itself – is it understood or imagined as gendered? To investigate the 
interdependencies between gender, technology, consumption, and labor, I turn to 
Amazon’s “Alexa.” Alexa is a voice-based artificial intelligence (AI), housed in various 
Amazon consumer products, that provides users with an algorithmically-intuitive, female-
voiced interface. With Alexa, users can buy household products, set alarms, search the 
internet, entertain their children, and more.  Imagined by Amazon designers as “female 
in character,” but referred to with impersonal pronouns, Alexa speaks in a natural 
cadence while guiding users through the automation of domestic tasks. The constructed 
personhood of Alexa functions as a spiritual medium between users and the intangible 
world of the digital. To achieve this, Alexa is carefully programmed by a corporate 
“personality team” to skirt the lines between human and non-human and between 
gendered and genderless; I suspect this attention to Alexa’s gendered personhood is not 
incidental to Amazon’s success. I will argue that companies like Amazon rely on 
gendered ideologies of labor to shape our response to AI products, allowing them to 
more comfortably integrate into our lives and to drive our consumption through their 
preferred channels. By gendering Alexa, Amazon attempts to mitigate the tensions 
between human and non-human inherent in AI technology, all while turning a profit. 
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Cat Pleska, Arizona State University “Beyond This Border There Be Monsters: 250 
Years of Demonizing Appalachians”  
 
Appalachia, a geopolitical region situated within parts of 13 states, whose invisible, but 
very real border, follows the backbone of the ancient Appalachia Mountains, has always 
been an area rife with incredible beauty and ugly greed. Two hundred and fifty years ago 
European settlers began the trek West, and some got no further than the fertile valleys 
and lush Appalachian Mountains, full of animals to hunt and rich black soil to grow crops. 
They began to acquire land (unfortunately, displacing millions of indigenous people). 
When the King’s surveyors bushwhacked through and found scattered settlers, they 
brought back stories of rugged mountain men, uneducated but fierce survivors. Then the 
“color” writers arrived, those journalists and writers who, for the sake of selling 
newspapers, created the “hillbilly,” the “redneck.” Strange as it seems many false 
descriptions persist, even in today’s time of global realities and exposure.  
When speculators arrived, they used the stereotypes to “take” the land, reasoning these 
ignorant settlers didn’t understand what they had: boundless seams of coal and endless 
forests of virgin timber. All that equaled money to the tune of billions of dollars worth of 
resources.  
Today, numerous researched articles flow in and out of the region and from outside 
Appalachia, crisscrossing those imaginary borders, examining the perpetual story of a 
colonized and demonized Appalachia. A closer look is needed to understand the true 
complexity and to discover what results from its checkered history linger affecting the 
region’s economic, social, and cultural realities. Might we ask: Why does this border 
remain? And when will it come tumbling down?  
 
Gene Slater, Stanford University 
“The Racial Boundaries of Freedom: California Campaign for Proposition 14”  
  
In 1964, at the height of momentum for civil rights, California’s Realtors launched a 
campaign that helped transform modern American politics. They presented Proposition 
14, a state constitutional amendment to prohibit fair housing in California, as a color-
blind effort to “restore American freedom”: the freedom of choice of homeowners to sell 
to whomever they chose. By casting civil rights as a threat to freedom, the campaign 
won 75% of the white vote, despite Lyndon Johnson’s landslide over Barry Goldwater on 
the same ballot.  Proposition 14 was ultimately overturned by the courts, but the 
Realtors’ redefinition of American freedom as the right to discriminate helped propel the 
political career of Ronald Reagan and provided a model for modern conservatism.  
The Realtors’ vision of freedom as a zero-sum, that many Americans now take for 
granted, was their way to defend real estate practices that helped segregate America. 
To continue racially bounded housing markets, Realtors defined a vision of freedom 
diametrically opposed to that of Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement. While 
King saw American freedom as inextricable, the Realtors presented it as separable. 
Granting rights to a minority necessarily took rights away from the majority. The Realtors 
viewed some Americans as more naturally entitled to freedom than others, described 
inequality as the purpose of American freedom and portrayed government efforts to 
prohibit discrimination as a fundamental threat to individual freedom. 
Proposition 14 provided a “racially neutral” reason for opposing civil rights. Even more 
broadly, by defining as freedom what liberals were trying to take away from ‘ordinary 
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Americans’, it created a compelling, polarizing and enduring view of what is at stake in 
our politics.  
 
Nana D. Sledzieski, University of North Carolina, Charlotte 
“I Know What You’re Thinking: Bringing Neuroscience, Peacebuilding and Preschoolers 
Together” 
 
Breaking through misunderstandings and moving toward empathy and peace will take 
more than conversation. It will require collaboration by scholars of psychology, 
spirituality, neuroscience, human communication and--because the timing of neural 
plasticity may be important--early childhood education. This presentation explores recent 
interdisciplinary efforts and research on empathy and peacebuilding, and it proposes 
transforming what is known about the research into practical training protocols for 
preschool teachers.  
The last five years have seen peacebuilding efforts that are exciting and not widely 
recognized among teachers or the public. In 2013, the Ernst Strüngmann Forum was 
organized in Germany to hold interdisciplinary discussions on the role of children and 
families on peacebuilding. Then, in 2015, a Neuroscience and Peacebuilding working 
group was added to The Alliance for Peace in Washington, DC, a global network of 
organizations and academics. Elsewhere, in research labs around the country, 
substantive gains have been made by scientists such as Paul J. Frick and Essie Viding, 
Lourdes Ezpeleta et al., and James R. Blair et al. who have identified important 
differences in the way that children with antisocial traits respond to empathy cues and to 
rewards or punishment. Callous-unemotional traits can now be measured accurately in 
preschoolers (Kimonis et al. 2016), which is important because those traits often lead to 
adolescent and adult violence. Promising findings about how parenting can moderate 
conduct disorders were made by Rebecca Waller, et al., (2017).  
The next logical step is to explore how an understanding of neurology can be used to 
moderate behavior in preschool classrooms—and to educate teachers about how 
techniques differ for children with antisocial traits. Should empathy be taught abstractly 
or concretely? Should the setting be Constructivist or Behaviorist? Becoming empathetic 
is not only about being kind—it is about being able to understand the way another thinks. 
By gathering, evaluating, and testing those interventions in naturalistic settings, we can 
inform those most affected and move towards more peaceful exchanges between 
children, and between children and adults. 
 
Sara J. Stevens, Duke University 
“Insecure Borders: Threats to White Power Posed by Crossing Sexual Boundaries” 
 
Sexuality forms subjectivity of human identity, social networks and how we interact with 
our outside environment. Global migration constructs social intimacies that reach beyond 
the geo-political borders of countries and states to shape relationships and create 
sexuality and racial norms. Nayan Shah explores the multitude of homosexual and 
homosocial boundaries between global migrants during the first half of the twentieth 
century in the Pacific Northwest in Stranger Intimacies. Shah exposes collusion between 
the United States and Canada to disenfranchise and exclude nonwhite immigrants. This 
paper explores the tension between the Canada and the United States and, at the same 
time, their partnership to favor white immigrants and drive capitalism. Capitalism creates 
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a codependent relationship with the very migrants many politicians and laws appear to 
resent. Power is used within the system of capitalism through the establishment of 
normative sexuality. Ambiguity over what is normative allows for transgression of 
normative sexuality to be multifaceted. Foucault’s “Governmentality” theory proposes 
self-governing is formed through conduct and rationality. Power is generated by 
relationships formed between people and is used to control their conduct. Using 
Foucault’s theory on power, specifically within his lectures on biopolitics we can see how 
power relationships form into intertwined webs reaching beyond borders through the 
migration of immigrants. Power structures within geo-political boundaries rely on gripping 
sexuality to create norms because sexuality poses a threat to the status quo. In the 
United States transgression of normative sexuality threatens the institution of capitalism.   
 
Megan Todd, Arizona State University  
"Embodied Dream Acts" by Megan Todd  
 
If, as James Baldwin once proposed, we are a society held together by “legend, myth 
and coercion,” embodied performance forms are uniquely situated to (re)imagine and 
(re)perform individual and communal refuge, resistance and renewal in contemporary 
US America. Employing aesthetic practices, artists embody US American popular 
imaginaries, and its visceral realities, 
often simultaneously(de)cyphering, reinforcing, and/or dismantling bound notions of 
identity. Dance creates unique spaces for dreaming, remembering and (re)performing 
alternative visions of self, community and nation. This paper brings together select 
examples to explore notions of how embodied practices in dance invoke vital re-
imaginings and assertive embodiments about what it means to be an 
artist/activist/citizen of this nation-state. Employing dialogic exploration, I will investigate 
how the aesthetic choices at the site of the body, corporeally pose questions about 
where we stand in relation to each other, borders, identities, and power.  
 
Robin Van Hoy, University of Toledo 
“The Ebb and Flow of US Second Generation Immigrant Success” 
 
Over the years immigration policies affected the flow of immigrants and the countries 
from where they originated, from Europe during the height of the Industrial Revolution to 
Asia and Latin America more recently. Much of the past research suggests that first-
generation Americans surpass the native population in educational attainment, setting 
the stage for their success. Some scholars of immigration question the ability of current 
immigrants and their offspring to match the high levels of upward mobility experienced 
by earlier immigrants. This paper addresses the economic issues faced by today’s 
immigrants, discussing the reasons why they are affected in this way, specifically 
educational attainment, immigration status, and the changing nature of employment 
available in the United States. Through use of a survey administered to 500 US citizens, 
this research will study the self-reported success (based on occupational classification 
and educational level) of second-generation Americans and their parents versus the 
native-born population. The study will examine if educational attainment has changed 
over the years and the impact that it has on a person’s socioeconomic status. A more 
complete understanding of the association between immigrant generation and college 
enrollment could aid in the development of useful programs to target young at-risk 
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students and provide intervention for success. 
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