
AGLSP 2018 — BORDERS & MIGRATION 

Fall Conference will be held October 11-13 in Phoenix, AZ

Hosted by Arizona State University’s Master of Liberal Studies Program.

Every American who ever lived, with the exception of one group, was either an immigrant himself or a descendant of 
immigrants. — JF KENNEDY

Borders are set up to define the places that are safe and unsafe, to distinguish us from them. A border is a dividing 
line, a narrow strip along a steep edge. A borderland is a vague and undetermined place created by the emotional 
residue of an unnatural boundary. It is in a constant state of transition. The prohibited and forbidden are its 
inhabitants. ― Gloria E. Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza

Borders and migration have become keywords for understanding our contemporary 
moment. Not only are we witnessing an unprecedented global refugee crisis, but also 
the exponential proliferation of border walls and militarization. Ironically, at the same 
time, capital flows more freely than ever across national borders, the exploited migrant 
labor force inflates, and ideas travel instantly over the digital realm - a site that evokes a 
growing sense of a global borderless village. All this at a time marked by the rapid rise 
of right wing nationalism, xenophobia and racism. Not to mention the simultaneous 
advancements and push backs within and outside our borders in terms of sexuality, 
gender and reproductive rights.

From the heart of the US/Mexico borderlands, we invite papers that explore these 
contradictions and tensions between borders and migration, or that tackle themes 
related to each of these terms, broadly conceived. In this sense, the scope for our lively 
exchange of ideas includes: Migration of bodies, ideas, languages, cultures, knowledges 
across borders that are territorial, geo-political and culturally symbolic sites as well as 
tropes for the limits and boundaries that structure power, identities, [inter]subjectivities, 
communities, visibility, agency, knowledge production and access in our contemporary 
societies.

Possible topics include but are not limited to:

Refugee crisis and its cultural/media representations

Borders as Walls and Border militarization/surveillance

Shifting policies on Immigration

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/516921.Gloria_E_Anzald_a
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/45046


Precarity of Migrant Labor 

Activism: Political engagement in/through the Arts around Border/Migration issues 
[This includes ALL arts]

Culture and Performance in the Borderlands

Oral Histories of the Borderlands

Community Engagement around Border and Migration Issues

Exile, Displacement and Otherness and its cultural representations

The Borders of the Global Cities: Centre x Peripheries [slums]

Civil and Human Rights around Migration and Borders

Borders and the Environment/Sustainability Issues

Border Bodies: Shifting Identity Borders and Intersectionality

Borders around and across Indigenous Bodies, Land and Indigeneity

Borders in a Digital World

Language/translation Politics in Digital World Without Borders
  
Border-Crossing as Tourism

Transgression of Normative Sexualities

The Porous Borders between the Human and the Robot [or human intelligence and AI]

Border thinking & Decolonial paradigms

Borders and Post-Truth [subtitle: social media and its reinvention of epistemology]

Crossing Disciplinary Boundaries [in academia and beyond]

Migrancy as Privilege :  Narratives of the World Traveler


