
 
 

Annual Business Meeting 
October 10, 2014 
Philadelphia, PA 

 

Minutes 
 
Bob Smither (Rollins College), president, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. He introduced board 
members Debbie Finkel (Indiana University Southeast), vice president; Michele Mrak (Southern 
Methodist University), treasurer; Martha Banz  (University of Oklahoma); Marylu Hill (Villanova 
University); John Freeman (Rice University); Stephanie Schechner (Widener University); Michael Garval 
(NC State University), Martin Anderson (Dominican University) Marialana Weitzel, administrative 
manager. 
 
1. Special Amendment: Anne Ridder (Georgetown University) was introduced to announce the passing 

of Phyllis Callahan who died on October 3, 2014. She was the founder of the AGLSP. A moment of 
silence was observed in Ms. Callahan’s memory. 
 

2. Agenda   
The agenda was approved. 

 
3. Minutes 

The motion was made to approve the 2013 business meeting minutes. The minutes were approved. 
 

4. President’s Report 
Bob reported the following: 

 The association faced some challenges over the past year; the resignation of Susan Kamei (VP) 
early in January 2013 calling for a member vote for Debbie Finkel to fill the role; Ellen Levine 
announced her retirement as administrative manager; the 2013 Conference went over budget 
by $17K; Confluence was still three years behind production schedule. 

 Despite the conference budget overage, the association is in good financial standing. 

 He invited members to become involved in association initiatives and the board. 

 He encouraged Associate members to consider applying for Full membership. 

 Bob thanked the association for the support during his two year tenure as President. His tenure 
ended with the close of the 2014 Business meeting. 

  
4. Committee Reports 

 

 Nominations Committee, Bob Smither, chair 

 Bob announced the slate of board members: Martha Banz, (University of Oklahoma) 
Christopher Pastore (University of Pennsylvania). Timothy Boylan (Winthrop University). 
Martha Banz will become Vice President and President Elect; Timothy Boylan will serve 
as Treasurer, replacing Michele Mrak, who will serve as a member-at-large, filling 
Martha Banz’s term. Bob thanked outgoing board member Stephanie Schechner. 
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 Membership Committee, John Freeman, chair 
John reported as of October 10, 2014 the membership stood at 109 members with the 
Student/Alumni category having a 300% increase in membership in 2014, and only five members 
were not paid to date.  A letter and follow-up email from the president was sent to over 57 
prospective members encouraging them to attend the 2014 Conference.  He encouraged 
associate members to move to full membership and encouraged all members to solicit new 
members.  
 

 Publications Committee, Stephanie Schechner, chair 

 Stephanie, with the assistance from Barbara Amen (Reed College), reported that she 
completed a two year thorough overhaul of the Conference Hosting chapter for the 
Directors Guidebook. The updated version is a true working guide and will be an asset to 
any future conference hosts. The guidebook is available to all members and is posted on 
the Resources for Members page of the AGLSP website.  

 Stephanie took a moment to thank the members for their support during her tenure as 
a board member at large and encouraged all to be involved in the association and 
consider serving at the board level. Her tenure ended with the close of the 2014 
Business Meeting. 

 Debbie Finkel reported on the status of Confluence 
o She announced that Ken Smith, was ending his term three year term as editor of 

Confluence. She thanked Ken for all his work. 
o She presented a transition outline 

 The journal would become an On-line journal overseen by an Editorial 
Board 

 The journal would be supported by an Editor-in-Chief with possibly a 
copy editor and webmaster reporting to the Editor-in-Chief 

 Recruitment for the Editorial Board would begin following the business 
meeting and anyone interested in serving should contact Martha Banz. 

 Talks are underway with a possible Editor and an announcement would 
be made by the end of October. 

o It was noted that no awards for Confluence were named for 2014, however 
anyone who was nominated for submission would be included in the 2015 
awards pool. 

o Barbara Amen (Reed College) asked about financial sponsorships for the journal 
and how the association would handle members who already paid. Debbie 
responded that no solicitation for Confluence sponsorships were made since 
2011. 

 

 GLS Student Honor Society, Michele Mrak 
 

 Michele reported that she and Stephanie Schechner worked together to compile a 
survey that was sent in July to full and associate members to gauge the interest of 
creating a Liberal Studies Honor Society that would allow interested universities to 
create local chapters. The survey solicited 29 responses and of those 48% was in support 
or neutral. 30% were in favor. 

 It was decided that a sub-committee, led by Michele Mrak would be created and that a 
National Honor Society would be run by local chapters for those institutions with 
interest. A vote was taken and approved. It was noted that it would take one full year 
before the Student Honor Society would be implemented.  
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 Awards Committee, Michael Garval, chair 
Michael reported on the process and invited nominations, now open for 2015. 
 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report – Michele Mrak 
Michele reviewed the association financials, noting that we are in good financial shape, having 
closely managed expenses. She proposed a balanced budget for 2014 which was passed by the 
membership. 
 

 Kathleen Corley (University of Minnesota) questioned why the 2013 Conference 
expenses were so grossly over budget, as well as why the income lines were reduced. It 
was explained that the income for membership and Confluence were inflated in past 
years and that the 2015 budget reflected a more realistic projection based on actual 
membership numbers and lack of journal co-sponsorships. The AV and tech charges for 
the conference were not factored into the overall cost of the conference and were 
charged after the fact. 

 Dick Wertime (Arcadia University) noted that the AGLSP membership dues were the 
lowest by industry/institutional standards and should be increased to generate income 
revenue. 

 
 

7. 2015 Annual Conference 
Linda Paulson (Stanford University) announced that the 2015 annual conference would be in San 
Jose, CA on October 15-17, 2015, hosted by Stanford’s MLA program. The theme is Place Matters, 
and the keynote speaker is Albert Camarillo, Stanford Professor of American History, scholar of 
Mexican American History and Chicano Studies, and past president of the Organization of American 
Historians.  
 

8. New Business 
  

 Barbara Amen (Reed College) noted that the past and current conferences had fewer faculty 
presenting with higher than normal graduate student presentations. She suggested focus 
panels and more GLS symposiums to help students better prepare for presentations.  

 Joe Chaney (Indiana University – South Bend) suggested encouraging GLS students to submit 
papers so there is an equal mix of faculty and students. 

 Donna Zapf (Duke University) recommended more regional symposiums to allow students 
to hone their presentation skills. She also suggested that letters of recommendation from 
the student’s director should be submitted either with the Call for Papers, or the conference 
host should contact the student’s director for confirmation before accepting student’s 
papers on behalf of the institution that the student is representing.   

 Melissa Hilbish (Johns Hopkins University) suggested open room panels for art based, 
visually creative projects, such as poetry, documentaries and photography. 

 
Bob adjourned the meeting at 10:05 am. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Marialana Weitzel 
Administrative Manager 
10/19/2014  


