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Annual Business Meeting 

October 12, 2013 

Chicago, IL 

 

Minutes 

 

Bob Smither (Rollins College), president, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. He introduced board 

members Susan Kamei (USC), vice president; Michele Mrak (SMU), treasurer; Martha Banz  (University of 

Oklahoma); Marylu Hill (Villanova University); John Freeman (Rice University); Stephanie Schechner 

(Widener University); Kent Wicker (Duke University), ex officio member and editor of Confluence Ken Smith 

(IUSB); and  Ellen Levine, administrative manager. Debbie Finkel (Indiana University Southeast) was on 

sabbatical and unable to attend. 

 

1. Agenda   
Bob advised that treasurer’s report would be presented after the committee reports. The agenda was 

approved as amended. 

 

2. Minutes 

The motion was made to approve the 2012 business meeting minutes. The minutes were approved. 

 

4. President’s Report 

Bob reported the following: 

 The association is in good shape and financially sound. 

 He invited members to become involved in association initiatives and the board. 

 The last phase of the multi-year member surveys (marketing and recruiting) is complete and the report 

is posted on the Resources for Members page of the website. 

 He encouraged Associate members to consider applying for Full membership. 

  

5. Committee Reports 

 

 Membership Committee, John Freeman, chair 

John reported that as of 10/3/13, we have 93 paid-up members; 20 are not current with dues. The 

board contacted prospective members this year resulting in one new member. The board will continue 

to work on this. He encouraged members to solicit new members.  

 

 Student and alumni membership 

o Susan Kamei reported on efforts to ascertain interest in a student/alumni membership. A 

survey of students and alumni among participating member programs revealed that students 

and alums did not have an appreciation of the benefits of membership. However, they did 

indicate a desire for connection to the larger GLS community. 

o Re the proposed constitutional change to develop a student/alumni membership: motion 

made, seconded, and passed. A student/alumni membership will be developed and available 

as of January 1, 2014. 

 

 GLS honor society  

o Discussion of an honor society was raised, to solicit opinion and measure interest. Stephanie 

Schechner reported on the apparent varying interest in a GLS honor society, noting that it is 

not a fit for all institutions; that for some, honor societies are a significant part of the culture 

and would give GLS programs more credibility, while on other campuses they are 

unimportant.  Michele Mrak reported on some research on how honor societies might be 

structured (chapter guidelines, national criteria, benefits.) 
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o Donna Zapf (Duke) questioned how it differed from student membership. Stephanie 

responded that it provided recognition at the local level and could be entry into student 

membership at the national level. 

o Anne Ridder (Georgetown) noted that their undergraduate liberal studies program provides 

such recognition in their commencement book and that it would be a great idea at the 

graduate level. 

o Martin Anderson (Dominican University of California) wondered how much additional work 

this would impose on the AGLSP office. Stephanie suggested that oversight would be 

provided by a board committee and that the impact on the home office would be minimal, that 

the bulk of the work would be at the chapter level. The AGLSP would set the standard, but 

the local chapter could make it more rigorous. 

o Ed Lynch (Hollins College) noted that he liked the idea, that it could be a great marketing tool 

with press releases, etc., a nice way to introduce GLS to those who are unaware. 

o Barbara Amen (Reed College) noted that Reed is not an honor society culture, that she is 

concerned about creating a 2-tier system at the national level, that perhaps those 

institutions/students with a chapter would be at an advantage over those without. Stephanie 

doubts that it would result in a competitive advantage/disadvantage. 

o Mike Garval (NSCU) noted that it could fit well in his institution and wondered if it is 

envisioned as a graduation award or earlier, in which case it might undermine efforts to create 

a cohort. He is more comfortable with it being a graduation award. 

o Linda Paulson (Stanford) noted that her culture does not do honor societies, and that even as a 

graduation award it might promote competition, while she wants to encourage a cohort of 

alumni. 

o Stephanie concluded that a survey would be done this year to better ascertain interest and how 

it could be structured. 

 

 Publications Committee, Stephanie Schechner, chair 

 Stephanie reported that the Director’s Guidebook has been updated with a chapter on student 

symposia. This year we will be adding a chapter on hosting an AGLSP annual conference. 

The guidebook is available to all members and is posted on the Resources for Members page 

of the website.  

 Ken Smith reported on the status of Confluence 

o Ken noted the special issue in the conference packet that features the 2013 writing 

competition winners, an essay by Pete Seeger, and cover photo of a Chicago street 

mural by assistant editor David James. 

o Ken noted that production problems have caused us to be behind on the production of 

the journal. The catch-up production schedule is: 

 Fall 2012 and 2013: December 1 

 Double issue (Fall 2011 and Spring 2012): March 1 

 Spring 2013: April 15 

 Spring 2014: June 1 

o He expressed appreciation for directors who nominated student work for the award 

and noted that nominations for the 2014 award (deadline January 31, 2014) are open, 

with guidelines in the conference packets. 

  

 Awards Committee, Kent Wicker, chair 

Kent reported on the process and invited nominations, now open for 2014. 

 

 Nominations Committee, Bob Smither, chair 

 Bob announced the slate of board members: Martin Anderson (Dominican University of 

California), Martha Banz (University of Oklahoma), and Michael Garval (North Carolina 
Status University). The membership approved the slate. Bob thanked outgoing board 

members Debbie Finkel and Kent Wicker. 

 Bob nominated David Gitomer, past president, for fellow. Approved. 
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 Linda Paulson nominated Ellen Levine, outgoing administrative manager, for fellow. 

Approved. 

 Bob reported that Susan Kamei (USC), vice president and president-elect, was resigning from 

the board with this meeting as she had become the associate director of USC’s Spatial 

Sciences Institute. He thanked her for her service to the association. 

o Bob would be nominating Debbie Finkel, director of the Indiana University 

Southeast MLS program and outgoing board member, for vp and president-elect. 

Because the constitution requires a 30-day notice, the home office would be emailing 

that notice to the Full Membership, and then solicit an electronic vote 30-days hence. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report – Michele Mrak 
Michele reviewed the association financials, noting that we are in good financial shape, having closely 

managed expenses. She proposed a balanced budget for 2014 which was passed by the membership. 

 

7. 2014 Annual Conference 

Marylu Hill (Villanova University) announced that the 2014 annual conference would be in Philadelphia 

on October 9-11, 2014, hosted by Villanova’s GLS program and the University of Pennsylvania’s MLA 

program. The theme is Revolutions: past, present, and future, aptly depicted by an image of Benjamin 

Franklin with Google Glass mounted on his eyeglasses. 

 

8. New Business 

Anne Ridder reported that St. John’s College would be hosting the East Coast symposium this year. Linda 

Paulson reported that the West Coast symposium is in its 8
th
 year, with 8-9 participating programs. 

 

Bob adjourned the meeting at 10:05 am. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Ellen Levine 

Administrative Manager 

10/17/2013 

 


