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Annual Business Meeting 

October 20, 2012 

Portland, OR 

 

Minutes 

 

David Gitomer (DePaul University), president, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. He introduced board 

members Bob Smither, vice president (Rollins College), Kathleen Forbes, treasurer (UNC Greensboro), 

Debbie Finkel (Indiana University Southeast), Susan Kamei (USC), Michele Mrak (SMU), Sandy Welter 

(Skidmore College), Kent Wicker (Duke University), Stephanie Schechner (Widener University), and ex 

officio member and editor of Confluence Ken Smith (IUSB) 

 

1. Agenda   

The agenda was approved as presented. 

 

2. Minutes 

The motion was made to approve the 2011 business meeting minutes. The minutes were approved. 

 

4. President’s Report 
David noted that the details of AGLSP activity would be addressed in the following committee reports, but 

noted the following: 

 While we recognize that some member programs are struggling, the association is fiscally sound. 

 An important initiative to report is the continuing growth of regional student symposia, now being 

held on the West coast, East coast, Midwest, and NC. They have been well-received by students and 

alums and are an excellent way to foster scholarship and build community across GLS programs. 

While not an association initiative, we now have a dedicated student symposia page on the website, 

and will post material and links that sponsoring program provide to us. We are also developing a 

symposia chapter for the Director’s Guidebook. 

 Director’s Guidebook – we are also developing a chapter on hosting a conference, to take the mystery 

out of these conferences to assist hosts and encourage other programs to host. 

  

5. Treasurer’s Report – Kathleen Forbes 
Kathleen reviewed the association financials, noting that we are in good fiscal shape, having closely 

managed expenses. She reviewed our current sources of revenue – dues, Confluence sponsorships, and 

conference registrations. She proposed a balance budget for 2013 which was passed by the membership. 

 

5. Committee Reports 
 

 Membership Committee, Debbie Finkel, chair 

Debbie reported that we have a steady membership of some 110 programs and that we continue to 

work to reach out to prospective members, with the website, promotional materials, and personal calls 

from board members. We will continue to do that with both prospects and lapsed members. 

 

 Student and alumni membership 

o Susan Kamei reported out on the exploration of bringing students and alums into the 

association,  that we are investigating what students and alums might value. She thanks 

programs that participated in a survey of their students and alums, and Martha Banz 

(University of Oklahoma) who fielded the survey. She appealed to members to participate in 

an ad hoc task force to develop a proposal. 

 

 Publications Committee, Stephanie Schechner, chair 
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 Stephanie reminded the membership of the Director’s Guidebook, posted on the website, as a 

lifeline for directors between conferences. She noted that we are developing chapters on 

student symposia and conference hosting, and appealed to the membership for other topics 

they would like addressed. 

 Ken Smith reported on the status of Confluence 

o Thanks sponsors and programs that purchase issues for students for their continued 

support. He also thanked programs that mentor students in the submission process 

and recommends that more programs engage in this highly effective activity. 

o Announced that for the 2013 writing awards, we are extending eligibility to both Full 

and Associate programs, in the interest of greater diversity of participating programs 

and creating even more excellent pieces for the journal. Most submissions are 

published.  

o Presented the latest issue (copies out near the registration table), hoping the visual 

stimulates readers to pick it up.  

o Ken noted that his office hours are posted on the website and he invites directors to 

contact him, especially regarding the writing awards.  

o The blog, with participation by Kent Wicker as well, has renewed activity and he 

invited members to participate. 

 

 Awards Committee, Kent Wicker, chair 

Kent reported on the process and invited nominations, now open for 2013. 

 

 Website, David 

David solicited members for website content: program news, study abroad programs that are available 

to students of other programs, blog posts, photos. 

 

 Nominations Committee, Bob Smither, chair 

 Bob announced the slate of officers: Susan Kamei for VP (and president-elect), Michele Mrak 

for treasurer, John Freeman (Rice University) for board, Marylu Hill (Villanova University) 

for board. The membership approved the slate. 

 Bob announced the appointment of Martha Banz (University of Oklahoma) to fill Susan 

Kamei’s unexpired term. 

 

6. Member Survey 

Kathleen Forbes reported that wave 4, marketing, went out a few weeks ago, with only about 30 responses. 

She appealed to the membership to complete the survey and offered hard copy surveys to be filled out. 

 

7. 2013 Annual Conference 
David Gitomer announced the 2013 conference to be held in Chicago, October 10-12, at the Blackstone 

Hotel. The theme is: Urban Gateways: Immigration and the Global City.  

 

8. New Business 

Bob and David thanked outgoing board members. 

 

Bob adjourned the meeting at 10:30 am. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Ellen Levine 

Administrative Manager 

10/31/2012 

 


