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Annual Business Meeting 

October 15, 2011 

Saratoga Springs, NY 

 

Minutes 

 
David Gitomer (DePaul University), president, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. He introduced 

board members Bob Smither, vice president (Rollins College), Kathleen Forbes, treasurer (UNC 

Greensboro), Debbie Finkel (Indiana University Southeast), Susan Kamei (USC), Jo Lundblad 

(University of Minnesota), Michele Mrak (SMU), Sandy Welter (Skidmore College), Kent Wicker (Duke 

University), and ex officio member and editor of Confluence Ken Smith (IUSB) 

 

1. Agenda   

The agenda was approved as presented. 

 

2. Minutes 

The motion was made to approve the 2010 business meeting minutes. The minutes were approved. 

 

4. President’s Report 

David noted that the details of AGLSP activity would be addressed in the following committee 

reports, but noted the following: 

 Regional student symposia are now being held on the West coast, East coast, NC, and Indiana 

University SE is coordinating to host a Midwest conference 

 Call for volunteers and participation 

 material for the website (photos of events, students, classroom, study abroad; information 

such as study abroad open to students of other programs) 

 invited members to work on upcoming projects, such as the new syllabus compilations 

and the new member initiative being undertaken by the membership committee 

 asks members to become active in the association and think about serving on the board  

 

5. Treasurer’s Report – Kathleen Forbes 
Kathleen reviewed the budget, noting that we anticipate a deficit and that after pruning costs as much 

as possible, have concluded that the association needs to increase revenue. Having heard from the 

membership for the last several years that our dues, by any standard, are modest and that a $50 

increase is appropriate, she presented a proposed 2012 surplus budget that includes this increase, 

brining full member dues to $350 and associate member dues to $300. The 2012 budget passed with 

the dues increase. 

 

5. Committee Reports 

 

 Membership Committee, Debbie Finkel, chair 

Debbie reported that we have 66 full and 40 associate members today.  

 

 Full member applications 

o She presented the associate members that have completed the full member application 

process and that the board is nominating for full membership: Rice University and 

Nazareth College. Motion passed to approve for full membership. John Freeman and 
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Rebecca Sharp provided an overview of the Rice program and Ginny Skinner-Linnenberg 

(faculty standing in for director Monica Weis) offered an overview of the Nazareth 

program. 

o Debbie encouraged associate programs to apply for full membership, noting the benefits 

of being a full member (eligibility for faculty and student writing awards, voting rights, 

recognition that the program has meet the high standards of the association). 

 Recruitment and retention 

o Debbie noted that there are about 100 interdisciplinary masters programs that are not 

members and that the membership committee is planning on contacting them. She 

appealed to the membership for volunteers to participate in this large effort. It was 

suggested that we sort these programs by regions so members in the region could contact 

them and perhaps invite them to regional symposia to begin to bring them into the fold. 

Debbie also noted that we will be initiating a mentoring program for new programs/ 

directors, with personal contact. 

 Student and alumni membership 

o Susan Kamei reported out on the exploration of bringing students and alums into the 

association, an idea that has been raised by the membership many times. She noted the 

potential benefits of professional networks, social media, regional symposia, opportunity 

for leadership development through AGLSP governance participation. We are 

investigating its feasibility and invited members to participate in a student/alum survey 

and focus groups at the symposia to ascertain interest. Susan appealed for volunteers to 

join the task force. 

 

 Publications Committee, Jo Ellen Lundblad, chair 

 Jo was pleased to announce the publication of the Guide for Directors, Faculty and Staff, 

thanking the 18 contributors and editors. She noted that the guidebook will be 

electronically (pdf) sent to all paid-up members next week and that it will be available in 

the password-protected members space on the new website. She noted that nonmembers 

will be charged for the guidebook. 

 New publications. Jo asked members to let us know what additional publications they 

would like and appealed for volunteers to the publications committee. 

 Ken Smith reported on the status of Confluence 

o announced and demonstrated the ebook version of the  Confluence sampler, 

noting that we will give it away to faculty, students, and alumni and that he is 

interested in feedback: is an occasional sampler of value? should it be free? if 

cost, how much? should the full journal be an ebook? 

o Ken thanked Jim Pappas and Jerry Jerman and the OU team for producing the 

journal for many years, recognizing all the hidden overhead they did for us for 

many years. 

o Ken noted the new online submission site – submishmash.com, which 

systematizes the submission process. 

o He discussed the preferred submission process at the program end, suggesting 

that the successful submissions have benefited from faculty working with 

students to make a good paper publishable.   

 Awards Committee, Kent Wicker, chair 

Kent reported a good response to the award this year with 5 strong applications, and that the 2012 

call for nominations is now open with guidelines in the conference packets. 

 

 Nominations Committee, David Gitomer, chair 

 David nominated past president James P. Pappas for Fellow, citing his many years of 

service to the association. The motion was made, seconded, and passed. 
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 David nominated and introduced Stephanie Schechner (Widener University) for the board 

member seat coming vacant this year. The motion was made, seconded, and passed. 

 David thanked outgoing board member Jo Lundblad for her contribution to the board and 

the publications committee. 

 

6. Member Survey 

Kathleen Forbes reported that wave 4, marketing, would be fielded.. 

 

7. Web site Development – David Gitomer 

David reported on the status of the web redesign: 

 reviewed its development 

 walked us through the site, which is now live, if not final 

 noted sections for prospective members, prospective students (to find a program), and a 

password-protected members resource space where information and publications would 

be accessible. 

 he appealed again to members for web content – photos, information, and news 

 he also presented the new brand and invited members to take AGLSP mugs out on the 

registration table. 

 

9. 2012 Annual Conference 

Barbara Amen (Reed College) announced the 2012 conference in Portland, OR, October 18-20, 2012, 

The Crisis of the Book: Worlds of Opportunity, Worlds of Change. Will be at an historic hotel, The 

Governor Hotel. 

 

9. New Business 

There was no new business. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:3 0am. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Ellen Levine 

Administrative Manager 

10/18/2011 

 


