
 

1 

 

 
Annual Business Meeting 

October 9, 2010 

Dallas, TX 

 

Minutes 

 

Jim Pappas (University of Oklahoma), president, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 

 

1. Agenda   

The agenda was approved as presented. 

 

2. Minutes 

The motion was made to approve the 2009 business meeting minutes. The minutes were 

approved. 

 

3. Student Symposia 

Jim invited those who offered student symposia this year to tell a little bit about them: 

 Anne Ridder (Georgetown University) reported on the East Coast Symposium, held for 

the first time last fall, with students from 12 schools participating. While it takes place on 

the East Coast, it is open to all. Next year it will be June 10-12. 

 Barbara Amen (Reed College) reported on the West Coast Symposium, which held its 4th 

annual symposium this past June. Next year it will take place in San Francisco in mid-late 

June. 

 

4. President’s Report 

Jim reported on a good year for the association: 

 started off with a bang with the conference in Orlando, and is ending with this exciting 

conference in Dallas 

 three associate members are moving up to full membership this year, and we’ve been 

able to sustain our membership in these difficult economic times 

 association budget is in relatively good shape 

 two student symposia were held this year 

 member survey report came out, thanks to the good works of Kathleen Forbes and her 

survey support at UNC Greensboro 

 Jo Lundblad (University of Minnesota) is working hard to pull together material written 

by an assortment of authors, to product the new director’s guidebook 

 David Gitomer (DePaul University) will tell us about the new association web site 

 Ken Smith (Indiana University South Bend) now oversees two Confluence writing 

awards, a useful way to encourage good student writing; Jim thanked all institutions that 

stepped up to sponsor Confluence. 
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 Jim noted that the University of Oklahoma is at the end of 5 years as publisher of the 

journal and is stepping down. Publishing will move to Indiana University South Bend, 

where Ken will add managing editor to his editorial role. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report – Steve Duguid 
Steve (Simon Fraser University) reviewed the budget, noting that we anticipate less of a 

deficit than we had budgeted for, and presented a deficit budget for 2011. He noted that we 

have reduced the budget from about $72,000 in 2009 to $66,000 for 2011, and that we have 

been as economic as possible. 

 Dick Wertime (Arcadia University) noted that we remain an exceptionally good deal 

among association memberships, and while this year is not a good time to increase 

dues, he urges the board to consider it for next year, perhaps by $50.  

 

Jim called for a motion to approve the 2011 budget as proposed. The 2011 budget passed as 

proposed. 

 

5. Committee Reports 

 

 Membership Committee, Kathleen Forbes, chair (UNC Greensboro) 

Kathleen reported that we have 104 members today and about 12 are in arrears on dues. 

She announced the full member applicants the board is recommending and introduced 

their directors to report on their programs:  

 DominicanUniversity of CA, directed by Martin Anderson 

 East Tennessee State University, directed by Marie Tedesco 

 University of Southern California, directed by Susan Kamei (report by Linda 

Paulson, in Susan’s stead). 

Motion passed to approve all for full membership. 

 

 Publications Committee, Jo Ellen Lundblad, chair 

 Jo Ellen reviewed the status of the development of the new directors’ guidebook, 

“Inside Graduate Liberal Studies Programs: A Guide for Directors, Faculty, and 

Staff,” reporting that they are looking at a spring publication date. She thanked 

those directors who contributed to the publication. 

 Ken Smith reported on the status of Confluence 

o thanked Jerry Jerman (University of Oklahoma) and his production team, 

which redesigned and published the journal over the last 5 years, 

especially noting his vision. 

o production and design is moving to Indiana University South Bend for the 

next 3 years 

o thanked the sponsoring programs for their financial support of the journal 

o noted the addition of the creative writing award this year and encouraged 

directors to promote submissions to the journal.  

 Awards Committee, Barbara Amen, chair 

Barbara announced that there was a good response to the award this year, and that the 

2011 call for nominations is now open. 
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 Nominations Committee, David Gitomer, chair 

David introduced the slate of board member nonimees: Debbie Finkel (Indiana 

University Southeast), Susan Kamei (USC), and Kent Wicker (Duke University). The 

slate was approved as presented.  

 

6. Member Survey 

Kathleen Forbes reported out on the status of the member survey, noting that the third wave 

is now out for completion and encouraged attendees to complete a paper survey, available at 

the conference. The survey window will be open until October 31. 

 

7. Web site Development – David Gitomer 

David reported on the status of the web redesign: 

 will contain a new visual identity 

 new site will be profile-based (sections for current members, prospective 

members, current GLS students, alums, prospective students) 

 will have more content (testimonials, photos, documents/publications, links to 

valuable sites; Confluence will be better integrated into the site)  

 will be calling on members to help create content 

 expects to have architecture done by the end of the year; go online sometime in 

the winter 

 thanked Jerry Jerman for his valuable input and noted that Jerry has agreed to 

continue a consultant to the web development effort. 

 

8. Student Membership/Regional Symposia 

Jim noted that to encourage student participation at the conference, the association subsidizes 

conference fees. He hopes host institutions encourage their students to attend, recognizing the 

many SMU students at this conference. He also noted that regional symposia are a great way 

to have more students involved. Martin Anderson noted that the symposium is a good way to 

connect to alumni. 

 

9. 2011 Annual Conference 

Sandy Welter (Skidmore College) announced the 2011 conference in Saratoga Springs, NY, 

Source of Life and Strife: Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Water, October 13-15, 2011. 

 

9. New Business 

David thanked outgoing president Jim Pappas, treasurer Steve Duguid, and board member 

Barbara Amen. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20am. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Ellen Levine 

Administrative Manager 

10/12/2010 

 


